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Emily Coe, AIA, LEED AP 

I am so excited to serve as Board Chair this year.  We 
have such a great group on our board and it has been 
such a privilege to serve as the Vice Chair for the past 
two years in order to properly prepare for this posi-
tion.  One of my goals for this next year is to help ramp 
up public awareness and educate on the importance of 
architects and licensure.  I feel this is so important to 
discuss in a school environment, in our communities, 
as well as at the building official level in our local mu-
nicipalities. 

For some of you that may not know me, here's a little 
info about me:  I have just over 17 years of experi-
ence.  I spent ten years at Williams Blackstock and feel 
they provided me with such a solid base working in the 
commercial world.  I was very privileged to work closely 
with Bill Williams and Stephen Allen.  My last four years 
have been spent with Robert Thompson at Thompson 
Architecture in Birmingham.  We do both commercial 
and residential work and all things in between so it has 
been really enjoyable to focus on different project 
styles and content.  Robert has really helped me to 
grow in my confidence as an architect and instill the 
importance of growing our love of the profession within 
the upcoming generations. 

I have two children; my daughter is in 7
th
 grade.  She is 

already so much smarter than me and an all-star on the 
softball field.  My son is in 2nd grade and is my sweet 
and cuddly love bug.  If you ever need someone to 
make you smile, just go give him a visit.  He'll brighten 
your day.  I love to draw (shocking as an architect, I 
know) practice calligraphy and I also love to run.  I just 
completed my 3

rd
 ever marathon (my 2

nd
 world major 

star) in Berlin.  We were able to take the whole family 
and followed Berlin up with a visit to Paris and it was so 
much fun for my husband and I to experience the 
streets of Paris with our kids.  I am looking forward to 
serving as your Board Chair this next year.  If you ever 
want to reach out, I try to always be available to chat. 
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The new Architect’s Handbook is 

available here.   

This publication reflects the new 

law that went into effect in October 

of 2024 and Rules and Regulations 

that went into effect in January of 

2025.   

New Publication of The Architect’s Handbook

COA Renewal Reminder 

Alabama Certificate of Authorizations (COAs) 
are scheduled to expire on April 30, 2025. 

New COA Renewal Application 

You will notice a different look to the COA renewal 
application this year due to transitioning to a new pro-
vider.  Therefore, the first time you go to renew your 
COA, make sure to register first (no prior passwords 
have been affiliated with your COA in this new sys-
tem).  Your COA email and password must be 
unique and not the same as your individual Ar-
chitect License email and password.  Once this 
process is completed, you can simply login anytime 
to renew or update your COA record.  Renewal con-
firmation, receipt, and renewed certificate will be sent 
to your COA’s email address of record. 

To renew you will need your FEIN# and COA License 
number.  If you do not know your COA License num-
ber, please go to the license search where you can 
search by firm name.   

Fees & Penalties 

The COA renewal fee is $75.  If COA renewal is 
made after April 30, 2025, it will be classified as a 
late renewal with a required late fee of $50 for a total 
of $125.  So, it is important that COA renewal be 
made timely to avoid a late penalty.  COAs can only 
be renewed late until May 30, 2025.  If not renewed, 
a reinstatement application and reinstatement fee of 
$250 would be required.   

Please go to the BOA Licensing Portal to renew your 
COA.  Thank you for your timely attention to your 
COA renewal and for your patience with the launch of 
the new COA renewal application. 

https://boa.alabama.gov/about-us/board/board-members/
https://boa.alabama.gov/about-us/board/meetings/
https://boa.alabama.gov/about-us/staff/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fboa.alabama.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F04%2FRequest-to-Take-the-ARE.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fboa.alabama.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F04%2FRequest-to-Take-the-ARE.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://boa.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-Architect-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.onlineboa.org/public/licensesearch
https://www.onlineboa.org/login
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Development of Disciplinary Guidelines 

In The News    

Picture it—Prattville, Alabama, late 80’s...my teenage 

self discovers (much to my horror) a list of rules com-

plete with penalties posted on the refrigerator door.  It 

contained a top ten of juvenile offenses like, “Miss 

curfew—no car keys for two weeks”.  It seems my 

mother had recently watched another episode of 

“20/20” consisting of new parental tools for raising a 

teenager.  I would make dramatic claims that “20/20” 

was ruining my life.  That is, until I actually did miss 

curfew once.  I walked into the house and simply 

turned the keys over for the long two weeks ahead of 

me.  There was no need for debate— already knowing 

the penalty and the plan for redemption.  It saved time 

and anguish for all parties.   

This same basic principle is now being utilized suc-

cessfully in professional regulation.  Many states in 

our region have implemented Disciplinary Guidelines 

to aid in expediting cases and providing consistent 

penalties for standard violations.  The BOA has ana-

lyzed Disciplinary Guidelines in our sister states.  This 

research resulted in our own Disciplinary Guidelines 

specific to Alabama law.  You will find these guide-

lines below for your review.    

We, like the states that have gone before us in adopt-

ing Disciplinary Guidelines, are hopeful that we will 

see increased efficiency in matters of enforcement for 

the ultimate protection of Alabama citizens in the built 

environment.   

No pressure at all to post the Disciplinary Guidelines 

on your own refrigerator door or for me to tell my Mom 

she was ahead of her time for that matter. 

In Service, 

Paula Pilgreen 

Executive Director 

See Article Here 

https://www.wsfa.com/2024/11/01/auburn-architect-is-youngest-female-us-get-licensed/
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BOA Represents Alabama at the NCARB Annual Business Meeting in Chicago 
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Board Members from left:  Jimmy Seay, Jr., Sted McCollough, Nolanda 

Hatcher, Dan Bennett, Emily Coe, and Mike Chapman. 

Left:  Board Member Nomination Committee 

Meeting.  Birmingham. 

Right:  Auburn University’s 

Urban Studio.  Birmingham.  

Above:  Oath of Office administered to re-

appointed Board Members (from left) Sted 

McCollough, Dan Bennett, and Mike Chapman. 

Orange Beach.   

Above:  Oath of Office administered to reappointed Board 

Member Nolanda Hatcher.  Montgomery.  

BOA Meetings Held Statewide 

Below:  BOA Booth at the AIA 

Annual Convention.  Orange 

Beach.     
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Zachary Barber 

Dylan Braziel 

Samuel Carpenter 

Walter Carter 

Joel Cognevich 

Judith Gamble 

Adam Grigsby 

Addie Harchelroad 

Charles Holmes 

Fouad Khalil 

Matthew Murphy 

Angela Norris 

Drew Haley Smith 

Anthony Spafford 

Joshua Vickers 

ARE 5.0 Pass/Fail Rates Pass 

53 

Fail 

43 

Project Planning & Design 6 5 

Programming & Analysis 9 8 

Project Development & Documentation 11 14 

Project Management 12 7 

Practice Management 8 7 

Construction & Evaluation 7 2 
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NCARB by the Numbers for 2024 is the source of the below data. 



AIA Birmingham Honors Newly Licensed Architects 
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BOA Newsline is an official publication of the Alabama Board for Registration of 

Architects.  This publication is intended for a wide audience to alert licensees to 

matters of possible procedural, legal, legislative, and regulatory interest.  It 

should not be relied upon, nor is it intended to provide legal, insurance, or ac-

counting advice.  Licensees should consult their lawyers, insurance agents, and 

accountants before taking any action in response to this newsletter, as the opin-

ions expressed herein may be completely altered by the licensee’s actual facts. 
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“My passion and great enjoyment for architecture and the   

reason the older I get the more I enjoy it, is because I believe  

we-architects can affect the quality of life for the people.” 

    Richard Rogers 

From Left:  Celia Gannaway, Diondria Bingham, Alex Hamady, Ashley Askew, and 

Kelsey Brigati.   

https://boa.alabama.gov/

